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October is Disability History and

Awareness Month
Support “Disability History and
Awareness Month” in your child’s
school in October by asking some-
one with a disability to speak at
your school, volunteer to read a
book to your child’s class about
someone who lives with a disabil-
ity, or ask your school leaders to
sponsor a work shop for teachers
and parents on a topic concerning
students with disabilities. Utilize
Guilford County’s resources to pro-
vide and/or suggest speakers, top-
ics, media, and information. Early
intervention is the key to changing
attitudes!
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Submissions for EC Voice

If you would like to submit

information fo the EC Voice
please contact Teresa Dodson:

B (336) 996-3714
< teresa.dodson@rocketmail.com

All submissions are due by
the15th of the month before
printing. The EC Voice is distrib-
uted in September, October,
November, January, February,
March, April and May.

& See reverse side for
UPCOMING EVENTS,

and more!

THE FOLLOWING MATERIALS/STATEMENTS/PROGRAMS ARE NOT ENDORSED BY GCS NOR DO THEY REPRESENT THE DISTRICT'S POSITION OR POLICY.
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Open Forum with Mo Green Questions and Answers

Due to space constraints, this is part 2 in a series of questions and concerns from the Spring Town Hall
Meeting with Superintendent Mo Green.

1. How does the county goals include the
ability to exit students out of the EC by pro-
viding the instruction needed to be fully
mainstreamed?

We need more information to answer this
question. Please contact your EC Program
Administrator or the EC office to discuss.

2. How will (GC) ensure that teachers are
held accountable for implementing EC pro-
cedures?

We currently have a system of checks and
balances in places, but always respond to
specific concerns when we are made aware
of issues at schools. When parents have pro-
cedural concerns, they should first be ad-
dressed with the EC teacher at the school. If
there are still unresolved issues, the princi-
pal and/or the EC Program Administrator
should be contacted. Please remember that
the EC department does not directly evalu-
ate school-based teachers. The annual
evaluation process is the responsibility of
the principal. Our department provides
general oversight and guidance to all admin-
istrators on EC issues. When there are con-
cerns, we discuss them with the principal
and the EC staff at the school.

Compliance for paperwork and program-
ming is monitored by the EC Program
Administrator for each school. We also have
Program Specialists for areas such as autism,
occupational course of study, behavior, and
related services. These EC staff members
assist teachers in need of assistance with
programming and procedures. The IEP proc-
ess and the multi-disciplinary team ap-
proach help ensure that individuals respon-
sible for implementation of services follow
appropriate EC procedures. Data presented
at IEP meetings should reflect student pro-
gress and provide parents documentation
that instructional goals for their child are
being met.

3. How will I (a GCS teacher) REDUCE the
services that | provide for students?

(I cannot expect LESS from my students and they
should not expect less from me).

We are concerned that the writer feels that they
must reduce services for students. The bottom line
is that the appropriate level of service as deter-
mined by the IEP Team must be delivered.

4. What are the benefits of a separate door for
the Autism wings?

The benefits of a separate entry for the autism
wings would be providing a faster means of entry
and exit for students, parents, as well as car and
bus traffic.

5. If a student is on special assignment and is living
in a different region than their assigned school,
will it change their assignment?

The new regional structure will not impact the cur-
rent placement of our separate classes. Due to the
fact that we cannot provide every level of class for
every disability in every school, there will always
be some crossing of regions to provide a full con-
tinuum of service to our students with disabilities.

6. If a facilitator is assigned to a HI (hearing im-
paired) student according to their IEP, will the
budget cuts affect those assignments?

The budget cuts will not affect the delivery of ser-
vice to our students with disabilities. IEP’s will con-
tinue to be followed. If a hearing impaired stu-
dent's IEP indicates that facilitation is needed to
accomplish stated goals, then it will be provided.

7.How are benchmark assessments a fair assess-
ment of knowledge when they are almost ALL
word problems? Wouldn't it be better to have
some word problems and some computation?
Benchmark assessments are written by the dis-
trict's formative assessment staff members and are
used for all students who follow the standard
course of study. Our department will certainly
relay this concern on to them for consideration in
the development of benchmarks.

8. Mrs. Chandler listed: a: legal expertise, b:

knowledge of EC eligibility requirements, c: LEA

representatives and d: advocates for children as
Continued on next page



Your EC Contacts
Erika Kuepferle — EC Training

@ (336) 638-2107
Mangelsx2@triad.rr.com

Teresa Dodson — Communications
@ (336) 996-3714
Mieresa.dodson@rocketmail.com

ECAC SEEKS PARENTS TO
BECOME IEP PARTNERS

The Exceptional Children’s Assis-
tanceCenter frains and supports
volunteers to help parents and fami-
lies prepare for IEP meetings, and to
aftend meetings with parents when
possible. An important way to help
families new to special education
and the IEP process! If you can help,
please contact Dawn Moore at

B 1-800-962-6817, Ext 25.
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n us for another Fun-Day-
rm! The A-O Civitans once
sponsoring this terrific
persons with autism and
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m to 3 pm. Location: Ther-
e Brown's home 6236 Hwy
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upcoming events

SENSORY SHOWTIME
Please join us Saturday, Oct. 17 from 6:30-8
pm for Sensory Showtime, a sensory aware-
ness weekend event to spread the word
about Sensory Processing Disorder, child wel-
fare advocacy, and the need for careful diag-
nosis of children with developmental chal-
lenges. This is a FREE event. It will include a
feature screening of AUTISTIC-LIKE: Graham’s
Story, and a video spotlight on Sensory Proc-
essing Disorder. There will also be a prize
raffle, refreshments, and information on com-
munity resources. Location: Fellowship of
Faith International Christian Community
Church 4309 Burlington Rd. Greensboro
(about 2 miles east of Gateway Education
Center on E. Wendover). Contact event host
Melissa Guthrie-Johnson at melissalguth-

Everything you always
to know about Guardian
but di diSSE.

Thursday October 8th, 6:30=¢
GTCC High Point Camy

901 South Main Street; Buildi
Room 204 Parking is available
Main St. (in front of GTCC)
the campus on Hamilton St
FREE Seating limité
RSVP336.883.0650 x2
Sponsored by the ARC of (
and the ARC of Highpoint

Featured Speakers:

Bryan C. Thompson, Surratt & T
PLLC.

Rena W. Turner, Clerk of Superio

rie@hotmail.com or 919-741-9624.

SIBSHOPS
We are gearing up for another great year of
Sibshops, ourprogram for brothers and sisters
of children with special needs. There will also
be an increase in the registration fee to $10 per
session. Limited scholarships
will be available to qualifying families. This
year’s Sibshops sessions are scheduled for the
dates below:

September 11%" October 9th
November 13" January 8th
February 12" March 26th

All sessions will be held at St. Paul the Apostle
Catholic Church, 2715 Horse Pen Creek Rd. in
Greensboro, from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Dinner and a
snack are provided. For the latest

information & registration materials, call us at
832-6507 or visit www.fsncc.org/Sibshops.

dell County.

NEW DIGS FOR DADS’ GR¢
Our support group for fathers o
with special needs has been g
access to the private loff at No
Greene's Brew Pub for its Fall
Please note that the meeting ¢
be changing to the THIRD MO
the month af 7:00 p.m.
October 19th

Naftty's is located at 345 S. Elm
downtown Greensboro. A full
offered in the loft if you care fo
dinner during the meeting. Che
the hostess for directions upsta
loft. For more information or to
added to the mailing list, pleas
Brooke at @334-5601 Ext. 217 ©
brooke@fsncc.org.

penk Mo Green Ouesti ”

those areas?"

job roles & responsibilities of Program Administrators (PA). The main question was "How is their (PA) effectiveness measured in

Program administrator effectiveness is measured by principal/staff checklists completed at the end of the year as well as direct
supervision by the Executive Director, Director, and Coordinators. Any concerns with effectiveness should be addressed to the
immediate supervisor of the Program Administrator.
9. Whose responsibility is it to make sure that EC children have access to field trips of any kind vs. none at all schools?

The EC Department will be monitoring access to field trips in the future. Principal training is being scheduled for the summer and
during the 09-10 school year to ensure that our administrators are aware of laws that prevent students with disabilities from be-
ing excluded from activities that other children have the opportunity to participate in.

10. A walker is included in my son's IEP, but the school has not supplied a walker. What is the law?

This question is student specific and the IEP must be reviewed before a totally accurate response can be given. A very general an-
swer is that there is no direct response to this question in the IDEA (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act) or its regulations.
The provision of individually prescribed items generally rests with the parents. The district is responsible only if the eligible stu-
dent's IEP team finds that such devices are uniquely essential to his/her reasonable participation in the designed educational pro-
gram. The Office of Special Education, a division of the Department of Education in Washington states the following: As a general
matter, public agencies are not responsible for providing personal devices, such as eyeglasses or hearing aids or braces, that a dis-
abled child requires regardless of whether he or she is attending school. However, if a child's IEP team specifies that a child requires
a personal device in order to receive FAPE (free, appropriate, public education) the public agency must provide the device at no
cost to the child's parent. 64 Fed. Reg. 12,540 (1999)
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