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PTA EC Advocate Quarterly  

Meeting 
Upcoming PTA E C Advocate Meet-

ings— All parents, teachers or com-

munity friends are welcome to attend 

meetings:  

11/16/09 7:00-8:30PM Speaker- 

Stephanie Antkowiak, GCS Excep-
tional Children’s Parent Liaison. 

How to Navigate the System 
 

PTA Exceptional Children’s 

Advocate Training  
Does your school PTA have an  

Exceptional Children’s Advocate?  

There is still time to train to serve as 

an EC PTA Advocate at Your School! 

Training will be Wednesday, 

12/2/09 from 6:30-8:00PM at the 

PTA Board Room at 712 N. Eugene 

Street in Greensboro. PTA EC Advo-

cates serve as a resource at their 

school on exceptional children’s top-

ics and distribute the EC Voice 

Newsletter. To register or for more 

674-8297 or  cherisej@bellsouth.net   

 

 

 

Submissions for EC Voice 
If you would like to submit infor- 

mation to the EC Voice please 

contact Teresa Dodson: 
  (336) 996-3714 

   teresa.dodson@rocketmail.com 

 All submissions are due by the15th 

of the month before printing. The 

EC Voice is distributed in Septem-

ber, October, November, January, 

February, March, April and May. 

GRAPEVINE 

See reverse side for  

UPCOMING EVENTS,  

and more!  

Due to space constraints, this is part 3 in a series of questions and concerns from the Spring Town Hall  
Meeting with Superintendent Mo Green. For a copy of past issues please e-mail tdodson@rocketmail.com. 

11.   My son lives in Northern Middle dis-
trict. His twin sister attends Northern. 
Will Northern Middle or Northern High 
Schools have a program for a Life Skills 
level student soon? At the present time, 
there are no plans to add a Life Skills class 
to Northern Middle or High schools. If the 
number of students in need of life skills 
warrants the addition of a new class, the 
location would be determined by the home 
address of the students. 
12.    Are we having extended school year 
for EC this year? We are having extended 
school year this year. Services will be deter-
mined by IEP teams. Please check with the 
EC teacher or the EC Program Administrator 
for your school for additional information. 
13.   There were several things that some-
one was going to look into. How will you 
get back to EC families with this informa-
tion? Specific questions that were asked at 
the Town Hall Meeting have been answered 
and will be included with these responses. 
14.    How do we ensure that the goals 
listed in the child's IEP are given equal im-
portance as the effort to be compliant? 
And who is responsible to make sure per-
sonnel comply? Example: The child's IEP 
calls for modifications of 30% reductions 
for a math test. The math test has 20 prob-
lems. The teacher reduces the number of 
problems on the test by 2 (10%) and says 
she is compliant due to the reduction, but 
the IEP say she should have removed 6 
(30%). Therefore, it does not conform to 
the IEP. This issue should be addressed with 
the EC teacher first. Let the teacher know that 
while we all value compliance guidelines, in-
structional goals are equally important. We 
would suggest that if you do not receive an 
answer that is Understandable as to why the 
modifications are not being  followed as writ-
ten on the IEP, contact the EC Program Ad-
ministrator for the school. They will be happy 
to assist you in communicating your  

concerns to the staff at the school. Please remember 
that our central office staff members do not evaluate 
school based EC teachers, but are responsible for 
monitoring all aspects of EC programming and com-
pliance. Teacher performance issues are ultimately 
the responsibility of the principal. 
15.    Separate setting classes no longer have fund-
ing for field trips on their own. How do we provide 
equal access for these children? Who will be ac-
countable if they are not included in the main-
stream classes? Field trips may still be taken by sepa-
rate classes. See the answer to question #9 above. If 
separate classes are being denied access to take edu-
cationally relevant field trips, please notify the EC 
Program Administrator for the school or our EC of-
fice. 
16.   What training, in any, do school police officers 
receive to deal with special needs students?   SROs 
(School Resource Officers) received training on autism 
last year. A series of DVDs provided by the State Depart-
ment of Public Instruction was shown to the officers. 
Our department is advocating for this as well as other 
disability awareness training to occur annually. 

17.   Have you ever considered breaking out Autism 
from the rest of special education? We are gov-
erned by federal legislation and state laws that de-
termine areas of eligibility to be included under the 
IDEA. Autism cannot be a separate entity. 
18.   I would like for my son's therapy sessions to 
start Day 1 when school starts not two or three 
months later. How can I ensure this? Your child's 
therapy should be provided as indicated on the IEP. Thera-
pists must begin services as soon as possible after the start 
of school. If services have not started by the end of the 
first week of school, please contact title EC Teacher or the 
EC Program Administrator. 
19.  How can we support LD (learning disability) kids 
who may fall in the cracks? My child is delayed in read-
ing, does not have a severe disability or behavioral 
issues? She has chosen the college tech prep program, 
but is in need of help to achieve graduation goals. We 
would advise the writer to contact their daughter's EC 
teacher for any help that is necessary in achieving  her 
graduation goals. Her school counselor and individual 
teachers may also be sources of support in helping her 
successfully complete the college tech prep program. 



upcoming events 

Did You Know? 
What do Shelley Diaz, Kim Dickenson, Cinnamon Johnson, and Cherise Jones have in common? They are all EC parents, that live in Guilford County 
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Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ōŜǎǘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ƛƴ tƻƭƛŎȅƳŀƪƛƴƎϰ ƛǎ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΣ ƛƴƴovative training pro-
ƎǊŀƳ ǘƘŀǘ άǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƴŜŜded to be effective ad-
vocates. Participants learn how to build partnerships with elected officials, legislators, agencies and opinion leaders so that they can better express 
their views on the policy decisions affecting the services they and their families use. National and state leaders in the disability movement present 
on various topics such as: 

¶ History of Disability and the Disability Rights Movement 

¶ Inclusive Education and Communicating Effectively in Meetings 

¶ Supported Employment, Supported Living, Person-Centered Planning 
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tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ƛƴ tƻƭƛŎȅƳŀƪƛƴƎϰ ƛǎ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻƴ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘŀƭ 5ƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ όb//55ύύ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ FREE to participants selected 
to attend. This covers the cost of registration for eight sessions, lodging (Sheraton Raleigh), transportation, and meals, all arranged by the Part-
ƴŜǊǎ ƛƴ tƻƭƛŎȅƳŀƪƛƴƎϰ ǎǘŀŦŦΦ YǳŘƻǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ b//55 ŦƻǊ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΗ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŀŎŎŜǇǘƛƴƎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ valuable training 
program. All applications must be postmarked by midnight, December 1, 2009. To get an application or to learn more about Partners in Policy-
ƳŀƪƛƴƎϰΣ Ǿƛǎƛǘ www.ncpartnersinpolicymaking.org or call Freida Moore at 1-800-357-6916.  

 

 

 

 

FSN DADSõ GROUP 
The Family Support Network support 

group for fathers of children with special 

needs is a great success! Please note 

that the meeting date will be changing 

to the THIRD MONDAY of the month at 

7:00 p.m. Location TBA   November 16th  
 

FSN MOMS’ GROUP 
Our informal support group for mothers 

of children with special needs welcomes 

new members. First Thursday of each 

month, 7:00 pm (6:30 if we are having a 

meal together).   November 5th 

For more information or to be added to 

the mailing list, please contact Brooke at 

334-5601 Ext. 217 or  

brooke@fsncc.org. 

 Your EC Contacts 
Erika Kuepferle ð EC Training 
(336) 638-2107 

 angelsx2@triad.rr.com 

Teresa Dodson ð Communications 
(336) 996-3714 

 teresa.dodson@rocketmail.com 

Cherise JonesñEC Advocacy 
  (336) 674-8297 

  cherisej@bellsouth.net 

ECAC SEEKS PARENTS TO 

BECOME IEP PARTNERS 
The Exceptional Childrenõs Assis-

tance Center trains and supports 

volunteers to help families prepare 

for IEP meetings, and or to attend 

meetings with parents when possi-

ble. An important way to help fami-

lies new to special education and 

the IEP process! If you can help, 

please contact Dawn Moore at 
1-800-962-6817, Ext 25. 

ADD/ADHD PARENT SUPPORT 

GROUP 

Meets on the 4th Tuesday of every other 

month at Trinity Church, 5200 W. Friendly 

Ave., GSO, 6:30-8:30 pm. 

* November 17th (please note that this 

meeting differs from the normal sched-

ule due to the Thanksgiving holiday): 

Topic: A discussion on parenting 

strategies with Dr. Arthur D. Anastopou-

los of the AD/HD Clinic at UNCG.  

To be added to the mailing list, call 

334-5601 Ext. 217 or brooke@fsncc.org 

SENSORY PROCESSING 

DISORDERS Support Group 
Please join the FSN support group for 

parents of children with SPD for an infor-

mative evening with the Staff of Moses 

Cone Outpatient Rehabilitation. Thurs-

day, November 19th 6:30-8:30 pm. Edu-

cation Center @ Womenõs Hospital, 

Classroom 5&6. SPD at Home will be 

the topic. We will  learn new ways to: 

¶ Cope with feeding issues 

¶ Help your child sleep 

¶ Add therapeutic activities to play 

¶ Make simple materials at home to 

help with SPD 

¶ Choose the right products 

   

If you have suggestions for topics or 
speakers, please contact Brooke at  

334-5601 or brooke@fsncc.org.  

Foundations2Transitions , a new 
organization in the Guilford County 
Area, offers several services for indi-
viduals with ASD and their families. We 
offer afterschool therapeutic learning 
camps each day from 2:30 to 6:30 
(special camp times for teacher work 

days). We also offer Social Skills 

Groups and Saturday respite opportu-
nities. 
For more information about our ser-
vices, please contact Dr. Melanie Han-
son at: 
  336-340-2669 Or visit our website 
at www.foundations2transitions.org  

¶ Federal Policy and Legislative Process 

¶ State Legislative Process and Current Issues 

¶ State Policy/Service System and Parliamentary  Procedures 

¶ Community Organization and Local Advocacy  

Picking Up The Pieces:  
An Auction For Autism 
Please join us for a fun evening to benefit 
Autism classrooms in Guilford County. 
Date: December 5, 2009 Time: 7:00 PM ς 
Until 
Location: Odd Fellows Lodge, 311 Battle-
ground Avenue, Greensboro 
Price: $20 in advance, $25 at the door 
Heavy hors d'oeuvres and dessert will be 
served. Complimentary wine provided by 
Westbend Vineyards. 
Door Prizes, Dressy Casual 
To purchase tickets call Chris Hocker at 
336.854.9497.  To view a constantly up-
dated list of items to be auctioned here: 
www.asncgc.org/auction  

Reminder: There will be no EC Voice for the month of December.   
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